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Bodybuilders get pumped up 
for Kentucky Muscle contest 
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Child aid agency gets re-accredited 


But report cites many issues with system = 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Conditions are dire within Kentuck- 
y’s child welfare agency, with caseloads 
soaring beyond acceptable national 
standards, according to a recent report 
by a legislative committee. 


Turnover is high among social work- 
ers, and their numbers have been out- 
paced by the surging number of children 
removed from homes because of abuse 
or neglect, said the report by the state 
Legislative Research Commission. At 
least half the workers say their case- 
loads have become “unmanageable,” 
and the agency doesnt have enough 


“I can’t believe if you’ve 

got that LRC report showing 
all that information, how 
overworked the staff is, how 
they could be accredited by 
any national body.” 


Jim Wayne 
State representative 


money to hire additional staff even as 
reports of child abuse and neglect have 
doubled in the past six years. 

Earlier this year, the federal govern- 
ment found Kentucky failed to meet any 
of the seven standards it uses to mea- 
sure basic child protection efforts. 

But on Oct. 9, the state announced 
that the private Council on Accredita- 
tion had renewed the accreditation of 


See REPORT, Page 6A 
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Assistant County Attorney Amelia Aslam, left, and Amy Hannah of the Louisville Metro Public Defender’s Office work at 
arraignment court in Louisville Metro Corrections as part of a new effort to expedite low-level cases. MATTHEW GLOWICKI/CJ 


ON THE CASE 


Crowded jail leads adversaries to work together 


Matthew Glowicki Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


With the Louisville jail hundreds over capacity for more than a year, 
prosecutors and public defenders are working together to streamline part 
of the arraignment process to ease crowding and even save money. 

It’s a new effort that’s projected to save tens of thousands of dollars a 
year and expedite the cases of hundreds of people. 

The initiative targets defendants with low-level charges and probation 
violations whose cases likely can be resolved with special attention of a 
prosecutor and defense attorney. See COURT, Page 6A 
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Report that charges are looming in Russia probe leaves 


President Donald Trump fuming. 1B 
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= SERVICE CALL 


Valid with repair. $94 HVAC value. $79 plumbing value. See * C01 
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Win covers up Johnson’s pain 


FREE 


with HVAC or Plumbing 
REPAIR 


UPFRONT PRICING... no surprises 


Never Expires! (502) 437-3485 


Kentucky’s Stephen Johnson says there was never a 
doubt he’d return after getting injured. Sports, 1C 


Early Bird Special 


(502) 437-3485 New clients only please. No breakdown this season. Must 
be able to start unit. One unit only. Normal business hours only. See * C08 


Ten weeks into the 
effort, 266 people 

had a case resolved, 
translating to a 
conservative estimate 
of 97 saved jail days. 


FURNACE 
TUNE-UP 
ONLY $47 


No Breakdown Guarantee 
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Courier 
Journal 
refreshes 


brand 


Changes seen across 
all digital platforms 


From Staff Reports 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Courier Journal has unveiled a 
digital brand refresh, emphasizing its 
deep local roots and its connection to 
the powerful reach and resources of 
the USA TODAY Network. 

You'll notice the refresh on Courier 
Journal mobile and desktop plat- 
forms, social media accounts and in 
the newspaper’s flag. 

The Courier Jour- 
nal is Kentucky’s larg- 
est news organiza- 
tion, with depth and 
breadth of coverage 
unmatched by com- 
petitors and a reach that routinely 
leads the market as measured by 
comScore, an independent national 
company that analyzes American 
media audiences. 

The USA TODAY Network is one of 
the nation’s most influential media 
brands, counting more than 110 mil- 
lion unique visitors a month, accord- 
ing to comScore. That audience is 
larger than media brands Buzzfeed, 
Vox, ESPN, Conde Nast, the New York 
Times and the Washington Post. 

“We are excited about our new 
branding that connects our future to 
our past and links the power of the 
Courier Journal’s local, regional and 
statewide journalism to the national 
power of the USA TODAY Network,” 
said Joel Christopher, Courier Jour- 
nal executive editor. “As Kentucky’s 
leading media company, we'll con- 
tinue to empower people to connect, 


Weather 


High 56° X Low 38° 
Cloudy. Forecast, 2A 


act and thrive in their communities.” 
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UNCLOG Any Drain 


$93 or FREE 


We'll open your drain or you don't pay. 
We'll keep it open for 1 year. 
Camera inspection included for main sewer drain. 
(502) 437-3485 Valid on any drain. Owner-occupied homes only. One additional visit included to re- 


open the same drain within one year Reasonable access to a dean-out required and up to 100 ft restriction 
for main sewer drains. Camera inspection required for 1 year guarantee on main sewer drain. See* C03 


